DAMON A. JACKSON

616 East Lincoln Avenue, Apt. #C-32, Mount Vernon, New York 10552

   Cell: (914) 318-6528   E-Mail: dajackson88@gmail.com

Teaching artist, percussionist and music technician Damon Jackson has been active in the Westchester, NY music scene since 1993. As a teaching artist, he facilitates intergenerational drum circles and rhythm events with yoga studios, youth camps and educational, and health care organizations.  As a classical musician, he has performed with the Hudson Valley Wind Symphony in some of the most famous venues in Westchester County. Damon also freelances as a certified live sound consultant and backline technician with music venues in Westchester and New York City. 

TEACHING ARTIST, RHYTHM EVENT & DRUM CIRCLE FACILITATION

08/2009 – 12/2011                YMCA of Central & Northern Westchester
Mount Vernon, New York

Dunham Technique Modern Dance Percussion Accompanist

Assistant Instructor in creative movement classes and beginning ballet for ages 3-12, and Dunham African Dance for all ages. Accompanied dance instructor with Latin and African styled drumming and percussion.

02/2010 – Present
        Songcatchers Incorporated
New Rochelle, New York

Rhythm Event Facilitator and Performance Accompanist

Coordinator and presenter of rhythm events for intergenerational workshops; Workshop lessons combine teamwork, self esteem building, personal musicality, and empowerment skills.  Percussion accompanist for the Songcatchers Children's Choir.

09/2009 – 06/2010                     City of Mt Vernon, Dept. of Recreation
Mt Vernon, New York

Recreation Specialist

Provided Afro-Centric drumming workshops to special needs children and middle-school youth in the Rose Simon After-School Program for Children with Developmental Disabilities, as well as their summer camp program.  Use of various hand drums, percussion instruments and the drum circle as a means to improve and enhance self-esteem, communication and listening skills, social skills and interpersonal relationships.

(07/2010 – Present)
Grace Community Development Corp.
Mt. Vernon, New York

Music Instructor, Drum Circle Facilitator

Provide percussion workshops for children ages 8 and up through the Grace Freedom School .  The Grace Freedom School (headquartered in Grace Baptist Church) is a national direct service model coordinated by The Children Defense Fund. Freedom School encourages youth empowerment through the provision of a comprehensive educational and multicultural framework, social responsibility, participation enhancement, and leadership building. The children range from the levels of kindergarten to fifth grade and recruited from the Mt. Vernon School Districts. The program runs on a full-day Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for eight weeks during the summer.  

08/2011 – Present                      The Wartburg Adult Care Community            Mt. Vernon, New York

                                                   City of New Rochelle, Dept. of Recreation       New Rochelle, New York

Rhythm Event Facilitator and Performance Artist

Present rhythm based activities and songs, using drums and percussion instruments as interactive wellness tools to reduce stress, enhance mental and physical abilities, while ecouraging self expression and promoting self-esteem. Also performing for the senior residences at various celebrations and events.

PERCUSSION ACCOMPANIST; PERFORMANCES

08/2010  – Present
           Manhattanville College
Purchase, New York

Class Accompanist

Percussionist for modern ballet classes and in year-end annual concert performances.

11/2010 – Present                       Man Banter with Mike Babchik                         Bronx, New York

                                    on Bronxnet and Manhattan Neighborhood Network

Musical Director

Perform as band leader and on air personality for a live talk show airing weekly on cable access in the Bronx, Manhattan and Queens. 

LIVE SOUND PRODUCTION; EQUIPMENT SALES

12/2009  – Present
  The Apollo Theater Foundation
New York, New York 


     Power Sound Entertainment
Lynbrook, New York

Stagehand & Audio Video Technician

My roll as a stagehand and technician has offered me a lot opportunity to become involved in many aspects of event production. I assist in things from setting up props and band instruments to installing lighting and rigging. These environments are some of the best places to learn how good team works gets a lot done safely in no time. 

08/2007 – 06/2009
Best Instrument Rental Services Inc.
Long Island City, New York

Sales Manager, Accounting Assistant and Backline/Audio Technician

Sold rental services and equipment consisting of backline, rehearsal space, labor, trucking and necessary accessories upon request.  Constant communication with leading media companies (CBS, NBC, ABC), industry production managers, tour managers and artists in the entertainment business.  Excellent ability to meet deadlines and budgets.  Responsible for collecting and processing all order payments, managing staff time cards and recording show labor invoices.  Also performed as an in-house technician- testing, cleaning and prepping backline for shows.  Maintained equipment on stage as an on-site backline technician in various theaters, arenas and outdoor concert venues.

07/2001 – 08/2007
         Guitar Center, Inc.
Larchmont, New York

11/2005 – 07/2006

Brooklyn, New York

Sales Manager, Assistant Store Manager

6+ years of experience overseeing multi-shift retail store operations. Responsibilities included sales analysis and reporting, payroll processing, customer service management, vendor relations, warehousing and receiving, inventory control and loss prevention/shrinkage, display merchandising.  Competent in all aspects of human resource management: staff interviewing, hiring, training, scheduling, daily supervision and evaluation.  Expertly train employees in computerized processes, customer service and Guitar Center Standards. Works with personnel to analyze, qualify and develop sales opportunities as well as the overall development of each individual salesperson. Promoted to Assistant Manager and executes tasks in the role of store manager as needed.  

EDUCATION
Bethune Cookman College, 
Daytona, Florida (Mass Communications) 


Center for the Media Arts (Audio Engineering)

Special Training and Workshop Experience

Remo HealthRHYTHMS Trained Facilitator 09/2010

Drum Circle Facilitators Guild Annual Convention 04/2011

Arthur Hull Falicitator Rhythmical Alchemy Playshop 10/2009

Jim Donovan Rhythm Renewal Workshop 10/2010

References Available Upon Request

